The Great Jungle Journey VBS Daily Skits
Setting: 
The jungle
Characters: 
Grandpa Walter—Grandfather of Ryan and Emily
Ryan and Emily—Teenage cousins*
*Change as needed depending on the ages/genders of your actors. 
Costumes: 
Jungle/hiking wear
Props: 
map, hiking backpacks* (for each character), granola bars, an old-looking journal, fossil/rock, pop-up tent, gold coins, rope handle (like the handle of a treasure chest), Bible, small camping shovel, a watch for Grandpa, wooden crate (packaged for transport)
*Backpacks should be in every scene, either worn or set on stage as a prop for continuity. 
Sound Effects: 
In Day 3 Script, Monkey call 


Day 1—The Journey Begins
Props: map, hiking backpacks
(GRANDPA and EMILY are onstage, waiting for RYAN to arrive.)
EMILY: I’m so excited for this week, Grandpa! I finally get to go with you on an adventure! 

GRANDPA: I’m not sure how much of an adventure it will be—since I work at a museum, I have to see some of these historic places for myself. It’s just a work trip, you know. 

EMILY: That’s not what Brian said. 

GRANDPA: And just what did your brother say?

EMILY: He told me about his trips with you. They were epic, like in the movies. 

GRANDPA: Your brother may have exaggerated a bit. 

EMILY: What about when you explored the catacombs of Vilea and giant spiders chased you?

GRANDPA: (chuckles) Spiders chased Brian, but they were teeny-tiny. And he ran away screaming like a little girl.

EMILY: There was the time you searched for the copper scrolls of Vilcamba, and you grabbed ahold of Brian just before he stepped into a hidden pit full of spikes! They should make movies about your adventures. 

GRANDPA: Those were fun trips. And we both learned a lot. That’s why I like taking you kids. 

EMILY: Yes, and now I’m finally old enough. It’s like our family tradition.

GRANDPA: That’s right! And now it’s your turn. 

EMILY: And Ryan’s—if he ever gets here. I hope he’s okay. He was supposed to be here half an hour ago. 

GRANDPA: I’m sure your cousin is fine. (looks at his watch) But if he doesn’t hurry, we’ll be hiking in the dark tonight. 
EMILY: I haven’t seen Ryan for a long time. He hasn’t been coming to church lately.  
GRANDPA: That’s why I’m glad he decided to come on our “adventure.”
EMILY: See, I knew they were adventures!
GRANDPA: Adventure or not, I hope Ryan will open up and talk to us. He may have some questions that we can answer.
EMILY: IF he’ll open up to us—and that’s a BIG if.
GRANDPA: Sometimes, it’s hard to talk about your faith, especially if you have doubts. But learning to use the Bible to answer our questions can help. Maybe God will answer some of Ryan’s questions during this trip. 
RYAN: (runs onstage, out of breath) I’m here! 
EMILY: (excitedly hugs him) You made it! 
GRANDPA: We’re so glad you’re here. (hugs RYAN) Let’s not burn any more daylight. You two ready?
RYAN: Let’s do this, Gramps!
(GRANDPA and RYAN put on their backpacks.)
EMILY: Wait! Grandpa, you never told us what we’re looking for this week. 
GRANDPA: I didn’t, did I? Well . . . (looks around covertly, gestures for grandkids to move closer) at the museum, I was unpacking some pieces from an old sailing ship, and I found this journal. (whips an aged  journal from his pocket)
(RYAN and EMILY both talk excitedly.)
RYAN: A captain’s journal? 
EMILY: Like pirates?
GRANDPA: I don’t know all the answers. But I’ve seen evidence that the captain was here in this jungle. The journal says he planted six palm trees in a crisscross pattern. And I’ve seen those trees! I always wondered how they grew that way. But now I know, thanks to this pirate’s journal.  
RYAN: Is there treasure under those trees? 
GRANDPA: Maybe. The captain also wrote that when his ship, the Morning Hawk, wrecked, the crew took the ship’s treasure and buried it. And it’s never been found. 
RYAN: So, I guess we should start at the beginning by those trees and follow the clues. Right?
GRANDPA: That’s the plan.
EMILY: Hey! This is kind of like the 7 C’s! We start at the beginning and follow each one through the Bible. 
RYAN: Seven seas? This isn’t an ocean adventure. We’re in the jungle. 
EMILY: Not the seven seas (makes wave motion with hands)—the 7 C’s. (makes letter “C” with hands) The 7 C’s of History. We’ve been learning about them at church. They’re real events that happened in history. 
GRANDPA: And the Bible tells about each of them. The first C of history is— 
EMILY: Creation! The beginning of the universe. God made the world and everything in it, and it was all good! 
GRANDPA: When we read about the first C, Creation, we learn how God created a perfect world full of life and beauty. There was no sin or death. We can see beautiful things in creation today. Starting at the beginning is important to understand the world around us. 
EMILY: Which is why we need to start at the beginning on our hunt—where the journal begins. 
RYAN: Well, what are we waiting for? Let’s go find some treasure! 
GRANDPA: (pulls out the map, then points) That way. We’ll get answers that way. 
EXIT

End Scene



Day 2—A Full Day of Searching
Props: Backpacks, granola bars
(EMILY and RYAN are sleepy from just waking up. GRANDPA isn’t in sight.)
RYAN: I’m having second thoughts about coming on this adventure. It’s way too early. And what’s that bright thing in the sky?
EMILY: It’s called the sun. 
RYAN: Ahh, it hurts my eyes. 
EMILY: (teasing) Poor baby. 
RYAN: When is Grandpa bringing breakfast? If I have to be awake this early, I need coffee. And bacon—lots of bacon. 
EMILY: (chuckles) Ryan, I’m afraid you’re about to have a really bad day. 
RYAN: Why? Did something happen to the bacon?
EMILY: There is no bacon. 
RYAN: No bacon?!
EMILY: Nope. No bacon. Don’t you remember what Grandpa told us to pack for the trip? (digs through her backpack)
RYAN: Not really.
EMILY: (tosses Ryan a granola bar) Sorry, no bacon on the packing list. Granola bars are on the breakfast menu all week. 
RYAN: (hopefully) Got any bacon-flavored granola bars? 
EMILY: Uh-uh. But Grandpa should be back soon, then we can get going! There’s treasure out there just waiting for us!
RYAN: I’d rather search for bacon. 
(GRANDPA enters.)
GRANDPA: You can eat bacon any ole day. Today, we’ll feast on adventure! 
(RYAN sighs heavily, then munches his granola bar.)
EMILY: So, what’s the plan for today, Grandpa?
GRANDPA: (pulls out a map to show the kids) Well, we need to hike about three miles today to this valley. 
EMILY: And then?
GRANDPA: Then we start searching. That’s one of the most likely places for the ship’s crew to hide the treasure . . . we think. 
RYAN: You think?
GRANDPA: Yes. I’m sure we’ll find evidence—lots of signs and clues—in that area. (points to map)
RYAN: Great. (grabs his backpack and begins to walk off) 
EMILY: (runs to stop RYAN) What’s wrong?
RYAN: I’m not looking forward to hiking three miles at the crack of dawn just for more evidence.  
EMILY: What do you mean? We have the journal to help us figure out what the evidence means so we can find the right spot. 
(GRANDPA walks over, carrying his and EMILY’s backpacks.)
RYAN: All this talk of evidence reminds me of all that church stuff about the Bible. People say it’s true, but when I look around, there doesn’t seem to be much evidence for it. 
GRANDPA: But don’t you see, Ryan—you’re looking at it all wrong. We don’t use the evidence around us to prove that the Bible is true. But because the Bible is true, it helps explain the things we see in the world. 
EMILY: Like the journal explains how those palm trees grew all crisscrossed. 
GRANDPA: Yes. Ryan, we can’t be sure there’s a pirate’s treasure. We haven’t found solid evidence that there is any, and I’m not even sure this journal is all true. But I know for certain that the Bible is true. 
RYAN: But I don’t agree with you about the Bible. I’m not sure it’s true either. 
EMILY: Ryan, the Bible is absolutely true. God wrote it, and he can’t lie. It explains the evidence of things that have happened in the past. It’s all there in the 7 C’s!
RYAN: Here we go with your C’s again. 
GRANDPA: Emily’s right. The 7 C’s are true events that have shaped the world in some way, and the Bible describes what happened at each one. 
EMILY: Like Creation. We can see evidence of an awesome Creator all around us whenever we see flowers, stars, trees, animals, and—everything. (gestures with open arms)
GRANDPA: Then came Corruption and Catastrophe. There’s a lot of evidence for those, too, and it all matches what the Bible says. 
RYAN: (sarcastically) Really?
EMILY: God made a perfect world—everything was all good. But the Bible tells how Adam and Eve’s choice to disobey corrupted God’s perfect creation. Their sin changed the world from “very good” to “bad and good.”
GRANDPA: The evidence of that C is pretty clear: death, sickness, sadness, and even the thorns in Grandma’s flower garden. They all point to the corrupting effect of sin, just as the Bible describes it.
EMILY: And talk about evidence! There are lots of signs that a worldwide catastrophe happened. 
GRANDPA: About 4,400 years ago, God judged man’s sin with a global flood. Many fossils were formed then. Fossils of marine life have even been found on the tops of mountains. 
EMILY: And the Bible explains how they got there.
RYAN: (shrugs) Whatever. We better get going. 
GRANDPA: Yes, let’s go. (pause to think) But Ryan, if you’ve got questions about the Bible, we’d love to answer them while we’re hiking. We may discover more than one treasure today. 
EXIT

End Scene






Day 3—Discovering Truth
Props: Rock/fossil, backpacks
(EMILY, RYAN, and GRANDPA are all searching for clues at different parts of the jungle stage.)
EMILY: See anything?
GRANDPA: Nope. 
RYAN: Nothing but hardened mud, leaves, and bugs (swats at a bug)—lots of bugs. 
EMILY: I think it might be time to call this spot a bust, Grandpa. We’ve been searching here for hours, and we haven’t found a single clue. 
RYAN: See! It’s just as I thought. Your so-called evidence of buried treasure is just a bunch of made-up stories, same as your Bible. Science is the only thing we can really trust. 
(GRANDPA stops searching and finds a place to sit down.)
GRANDPA: Ryan, did you know that God actually created science? 
(RYAN sits.)
RYAN: I don’t think science is something that can be created. My teacher said science is knowledge. 
GRANDPA: That’s true. The word “science” means knowledge. And the ability to know and understand the world comes from the all-knowing Creator God! Science—the kind that helps us explore the world around us—is a wonderful tool. 
RYAN: Yeah, because of science, we have medicine and technology that make our lives better. And scientists give us answers and explain things. 
GRANDPA: But scientists aren’t always right. Sometimes, they do a lot of guesswork, especially when it comes to trying to understand what happened in the past. If I had to choose between what a scientist says is true about the past and what the Bible says is true, I’d trust the perfect Creator who knows everything rather than a scientist who could be wrong. 
(EMILY comes over and plops down beside GRANDPA and RYAN.)
EMILY: Plus, true science points to God! The Bible actually says a lot about science.  
RYAN: Sorry, cuz. I think you’ve been in the sun too long. Science and the Bible are total opposites. 
EMILY: I disagree. Pick something science-y. 
RYAN: Something science-y? Is this a challenge?
EMILY: Yes! Pick something science-y, and I’ll tell you what the Bible says about it. 
RYAN: (looks around, thinking) Okay, evolution. Animals evolving into humans directly proves that the Bible isn’t true. 
GRANDPA: Evolution, huh? Well, first of all, evolution in the fish-to-fisherman sense isn’t actual science. Ryan, have you ever seen any evidence of one kind of animal changing into another kind of animal? 
RYAN: Well, no. I haven’t seen it myself. No one has. But that’s because things evolved billions of years ago. But look at people. Everyone knows that we share an ancestor with apes. 
EMILY: That’s not what the Bible says. We didn’t come from monkeys! 
GRANDPA: Actually, there are lots of observable scientific problems with the idea that humans and apes are related. So, what do we see?
(RYAN looks up at the sudden sound of a monkey.[sfx. Monkey call])
RYAN: We see actual monkeys and actual people. 
EMILY: Right! The Bible says God created land animals, which would include monkeys, after their kinds. Then God made man different from the animals in his image. 
RYAN: Well, then how does the Bible explain where all the people groups of the world came from? Why are there so many skin shades and different features? 
GRANDPA: I believe we are at Emily’s next C in history, Confusion. 
EMILY: Exactly! The Bible explains that God scattered the people at the tower of Babel by confusing their language. Since they couldn’t communicate, they split up and spread out around the world. 
GRANDPA: Over time, certain characteristics, like skin shades, nose and eye shapes, and hair types, were passed down from parents to their kids in each people group. 
EMILY: But all the people of the world come from Adam and Eve, not monkeys.
RYAN: (pauses, thinking) I don’t get it. In school, they talk about that Charles Darwin guy. I thought he proved that evolution is true and that the Bible is a bunch of lies. All my schoolbooks say so. (stands in frustration) I don’t know. Let’s keep looking for clues. 
(They all resume searching.)
GRANDPA: I know your books say that evolution is true. But that’s a claim about the past; no one alive today knows everything about what happened in the past. There’s a lot of guesswork by scientists as they try to figure it out. But my book, the Bible, is God’s Word, and I believe him. God has always existed, and he tells us what he did, how he did it, and even when he did it. 
RYAN: I know you believe the Bible. I’m just not sure. 
GRANDPA: Okay, think about this—what would cause you to believe that the Bible is true? 
(RYAN pauses and thinks for a moment.)
EMILY: (squeals loudly in delight) I’ve got it!
RYAN: Seriously Em? Give it a rest. 
EMILY: No, look. I found it. 
GRANDPA and RYAN: What?
(EMILY digs up the fossil/rock and shows GRANDPA and RYAN.)
EMILY: This is it—a clue for the treasure!
RYAN: A fossil?
EMILY: At first, I thought it was some sort of a plant or animal fossil in this dried-up mud. But look at the markings. 
GRANDPA: (peering closely) You’re right! It’s faint, but it looks like the imprint of a coin. 
EMILY: Check your journal, Grandpa. Maybe it says something about this coin.
GRANDPA: (flips through journal pages) Ah-ha! There’s a drawing of the same type of coin on this page. See?
RYAN: Wow. So, we’re in the right place?
GRANDPA: I think so. You know what this means?
EMILY: Time to keep searching?
GRANDPA: Yep! Look everywhere. You never know where evidence might pop up. 
EXIT
End Scene


Day 4—Examining Evidence
Props: pop-up tent, hiking backpacks, gold coins, rock/fossil, map
(The three sit outside their tent, examining the evidence laid out before them.)
EMILY: Okay, so I found the first clue, the fossilized coin imprint, here. (points to the map)
RYAN: (holds up one coin) Then we found this coin. 
EMILY: (points to the map) Right here. 
RYAN: (clinks coins in his hands) Then we found these.  
EMILY: (points to the map) Over here. 
RYAN: So, what’s next, Grandpa? Surely there’s more treasure than this. 
GRANDPA: What makes you think there’s more?
RYAN: I mean, we found treasure! I’m holding actual gold treasure in my hand. 
EMILY: Plus, the fossil with the imprint of more treasure. It shows a different kind of coin. 
RYAN: Yeah, another kind we haven’t found yet. So, there’s got to be more. 
GRANDPA: But that’s just a few measly pieces of evidence. I don’t see why this would make you think there’s more treasure. 
EMILY: Grandpa! You once spent two days sitting in a tree just to get a picture of a rare beetle. You can’t expect me to believe you’re ready to give up just because we haven’t found more yet. 
RYAN: He’s not. I think he’s trying to make a point about the Bible. (mimicking GRANDPA’s voice) “Ryan, my boy, we’ve only found three small pieces of evidence that a hidden treasure exists. Yet, you believe! While the Bible explains more evidence about the world than we can count, and you refuse to believe it. Why do you believe in this evidence and not the Bible?” Am I right?
(GRANDPA nods)
GRANDPA: Go on. I asked some great questions there. 
RYAN: (stammers as he searches for an answer) Because . . . because . . . because I can hold these in my hand. I can touch them and hold them. I know they are real, so I know the treasure is real. 
EMILY: And we have the captain’s journal that explains that there was—or is—a treasure, too. 
GRANDPA: That’s right, Emily. Remember how Emily found the fossilized coin imprint? We didn’t know what it was until we found the drawing in the journal and read what the captain wrote about it. 
RYAN: So, you’re saying that just as that journal explained how the coin was part of the treasure, the Bible explains the evidence we see of events that have happened in the past? 
GRANDPA: That’s exactly right. And it can work both ways. Many times, science—the kind of science that makes observations in the present—confirms what the Bible says. 
RYAN: What do you mean?  
EMILY: Fossils, for example. The Bible tells us that the water was higher than the hills during Noah's flood. Can you guess where scientists have found fossils of sea creatures?
RYAN: On tops of mountains? 
EMILY: Yes! Those fossils confirm what the Bible already explains. 
RYAN: Okay. But what about all the other things the Bible talks about? Like the ancient cities and people. Aren’t those just made-up stories, like hero legends? 
GRANDPA: Actually, archaeologists have found many places and things confirming what the Bible mentions. 
EMILY: Yeah, cool stuff like the signet rings of kings, the walls of Jericho, even Bible scrolls.
GRANDPA: Some people who study history but don’t believe the Bible still agree that people and events from Moses and the exodus all the way up to Jesus Christ himself were real. 
EMILY: And that brings us to . . . (grins excitedly at RYAN and makes a “C” with her hand)
RYAN: Let me guess. Another “C.” What do we have this time? Crazy . . . chocolate . . . Christmas?
EMILY: Close! Christ. 
GRANDPA: Then the Cross. God made this amazing world, and then sin broke God’s perfect creation and our relationship with him. But God sent Jesus Christ, his perfect and only Son, to earth so he could die on the cross and take the punishment of death for our sins. 
EMILY: And that amazing gift on the cross means that we can have our sins forgiven and receive the gift of eternal life when we repent and believe in Jesus. 
GRANDPA: Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can have a relationship with God again. That’s a really big and very real love God has for us, Ryan. 
RYAN: (feeling frazzled) I need to think. I’ll be back. (walks away but stops and turns back to face GRANDPA and EMILY) I hear what you are saying. And I want to believe. I just—I just need to think. 
(RYAN exits.)
EMILY: What do we do, Grandpa? Should we go after him?
GRANDPA: Nope. We pray.
(EMILY and GRANDPA bow together to pray.) 
(Lights turn off.)
EXIT
End Scene



Day 5—The Ending
Props: Backpacks, rope handle (like the handle of a treasure chest), Bible, small camping shovel
(RYAN sits alone onstage, looking up at the sky.)
RYAN: Hi, God. Long time, no talk. I just, well, I’ve heard all this stuff in school. Stuff like “Evolution is true. There is no God. People are no better than monkeys.” And as I kept listening to all that, everything I heard at church became harder to believe. 
(GRANDPA enters and walks onstage toward RYAN.) 
RYAN: (continues praying) But Emily and Grandpa are so sure about you, God. Mom and Dad believe you’re real, too, and that the Bible is true. And you know what? I want that too.
GRANDPA: You know, God wants that. He loves you, you know. 
RYAN: Hey, Grandpa. How could God love me? Especially after I’ve turned my back on him.
GRANDPA: God loves you so much that he sent his Son to die for you. He loves you, Ryan. And he wants you to love him too. 
RYAN: Wow. That’s kinda hard to take in.
GRANDPA: Did you know that God sent Jesus to die for our sins and rise from the dead so that when we repent of our sins and believe in Jesus, we can be with God? That’s really what it’s all about. Jesus is the only way that people can be with God. 
RYAN: That whole heaven thing, right?
GRANDPA: Yeah, that whole heaven thing—where there is no sin or sadness, and we can be with God forever. 
RYAN: I’m surprised it doesn’t start with a “C.” You and Emily have a “C” word for everything else. 
GRANDPA: (grins) Actually, there is a C. It’s Consummation. That means “the end,” where God wins and makes everything good again. And best of all, the children of God get to be with him for all eternity.
RYAN: So, let’s say someone were to go on a trip and start rethinking things. 
GRANDPA: Like a treasure-hunting trip? 
RYAN: Yeah, sure. How could this person figure out more answers?
GRANDPA: (pauses to think) Did I ever tell you about my favorite treasure?
RYAN: Was that the mummy adventure where you found those ancient letters?
GRANDPA: Even better. (pulls Bible out of backpack or pants pocket and holds it up)
RYAN: That’s your favorite treasure? Really, Grandpa?
GRANDPA: Absolutely! It’s the oldest and most important letter ever written. (flips through pages of the Bible) In these pages, I get to read about God’s plan for his creation, including me. I get to read of God’s amazing power and his unbelievable love for me—a love so big that he sent his Son to die for me. God speaks to me through these pages. The Bible is more than a book. It’s a priceless treasure. 
(RYAN starts to speak but pauses when he hears EMILY yell from another part of the stage.)
EMILY: Grandpa! 
GRANDPA: (rushes over to EMILY) What’s wrong? Are you okay?
EMILY: (grins) More than okay. 
RYAN: So, you just felt like yelling? What’s up?
EMILY: While you all were off doing whatever, I did some more searching and map studying. And well, look. (points to buried rope handle)
(GRANDPA and RYAN don’t see anything at first. They keep looking, then their faces light up.)
RYAN: Is that—?
EMILY: Yep! 
RYAN: (excitedly) It’s a handle. A very old handle. 
GRANDPA: A handle that . . . (uses camping shovel to hit the “treasure chest,” making a thumping sound) is attached to something. 
(RYAN and EMILY excitedly drop to their knees while Grandpa begins digging.)
(Lights go out.) 

EXIT
End Scene 





Optional: Wrap-Up Skit—For Family Service or Closing
Props: Backpacks, wooden crate (packaged for transport)
(The treasure has been crated up, and GRANDPA, EMILY, and RYAN are getting ready to head home with it.)
EMILY: I still can’t believe we actually found buried treasure!
RYAN: But thanks to the captain’s journal, we figured out how to understand the evidence that led us to it. 
GRANDPA: You didn’t believe your Grandpa could do it? After all the stories you’ve heard about my adventures?
EMILY: I didn’t doubt you, Grandpa. 
RYAN: Yeah, you did. I didn’t, though. I never doubted you for a moment. That’s why I’m your favorite grandkid. 
GRANDPA: (chuckles) All my grandkids are my favorites. And whether you believed we would or not, I knew we would find it. 
EMILY: What will the museum do with the treasure?
RYAN: I hope they share it with us.  
GRANDPA: Probably not. But they’ll do some more research and build an exhibit telling all about it.
EMILY: That should be easy now that we have the journal explaining what really happened. 
GRANDPA: Yep. And they’ll add a special note of thanks to the team that helped discover it. 
RYAN: Well, at least that’s something. But letting me keep a few coins would have been a better thank you if you ask me. 
EMILY: Well, as your actual favorite grandkid, I am happy just to have been a part of the adventure. (teasing) I’m not grumbling like some people that I couldn’t keep the treasure. Although I must admit, that would have been pretty great. 
GRANDPA: (laughs) I, for one, feel that having both of you with me was much more precious than a chest full of coins. 
(EMILY and GRANDPA look at RYAN expectantly.)
RYAN: What? (pause) Am I supposed to get all mushy and sentimental too? 
(EMILY and GRANDPA still look at RYAN. EMILY puts her hands on her hips impatiently.) 
RYAN: Okay, fine. I guess since I couldn’t keep the gold, I am thankful for your help. Thanks to you, this trip really opened my eyes. I had decided that the Bible was a bunch of lies and that there was no God when, really, all the answers I needed were there all along. 
EMILY: Really?
RYAN: Really! 
GRANDPA: So, you don’t have any of those old doubts lingering?
RYAN: I still have some questions and stuff I need to figure out. But I know where to go now to find the right answers.
EMILY: (joking) Let me guess, the jungle. 
RYAN: (laughs) Yep! Seriously, I’ll go where the real treasure is—to the Bible. 
EXIT

End Scene

